Your rights as a photographer in the UK

Private property:

You can take photos of private property from a
public space. If you wish to go inside the property,
you will require the permission from the owner.
The owner has the right to impose any restrictions
whilst you're on their property.

Some events and institutions state that no
photography is allowed and entry requires you to
follow this.

Security guards:

If you are on the property, the owner of the
property has very limited rights of self-help
against a trespasser. They can use reasonable
force to remove a trespasser (this law is still open
to discussion as to what reasonable force is)
They are NOT allowed to damage, or confiscate,
a photographers camera or other equipment.

If you are outside of the property, the owner is not
allowed to physically stop you from taking photos
or try and confiscate your equipment.

Certain public places:

Taking photos in Trafalgar Square and Parliament
Square is not allowed if its connected with any
business or employment. Tourist photos are
allowed. This also applies in the Royal Parks.

General Behaviour

- Be polite at all times

- Explain what you are doing and why

- Don't get aggressive

- Don't get into an argument

- Remember security guards are just doing their
job, so respect them as you expect them to
respect you.
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